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Ed ex cel  an d  BTEC Qu al i f i ca t ion s 

Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from  Pearson, the world’s leading 

learning com pany. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including 

academ ic, vocat ional, occupat ional and specific program m es for em ployers. 

For further inform at ion, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our 

GCSE team  on 0844 576 0027, or visit  our qualificat ions website at  

www.edexcel.com . For inform at ion about  our BTEC qualificat ions, please call 

0844 576 0026, or visit  our website at  www.btec.co.uk. 

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  this specificat ion that  

require the help of a subject  specialist , you m ay find our Ask The Expert  

em ail service helpful.   

 

Ask The Expert  can be accessed online at  the following link:   

 

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / Aboutus/ contact -us/   

 

 

 

Alternat ively, you can speak direct ly to a subject  specialist  at  Pearson about  

Edexcel qualificat ions on our dedicated MFL subject  specialist  telephone 

line:  0844 576 0035 

 

Pear son :  h e lp in g  p eop le p r og r ess, ev er y w h er e 

Our aim  is to help everyone progress in their  lives through educat ion. We 

believe in every kind of learning, for all k inds of people, wherever they are 

in the world. We’ve been involved in educat ion for over 150 years, and by 

working across 70 count r ies, in 100 languages, we have built  an 

internat ional reputat ion for raising achievem ent  through innovat ion in 

educat ion. Find out  m ore about  how we can help you and your students at :  

www.pearson.com / uk 
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Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

The candidates in this paper were asked to choose two topics out  of six, and 

to write around 300 words about  each of them . The m axim um  m ark for 

each was 30. The 30 m arks were awarded to content  and com m unicat ion 

(18 m arks) , language applicat ion (6 m arks)  and accuracy of writ ing (6 

m arks) . 

 

The quest ions were set  to cover a variety of topics, and writ ing styles to 

provide candidates with wider range of opt ions to write on.  

 

None of the six quest ions posed any am biguity and tasks were received 

clearly by the m ajority of the candidates. Exam iners not iced that  candidates 

were well prepared with clear indicat ion of their  good revision of paper 1 

texts of previous exam s. This was m ost ly not iced in the responses to 

quest ions 1 and quest ion 6.  

 

The m ost  popular quest ion am ong candidates was quest ion 1, while the 

least  popular was quest ion 2. 

 

Qu est ion  an aly sis 

 

Quest ion 1:  The tasks which require candidates to write on:  

• the popular ity of the use of em ails in com m unicat ion 

• the advantages of the use of em ails 

• the disadvantages of the use of em ails 

• the advantages of the use of t radit ional let ter writ ing 

• the disadvantages of the use of t radit ional let ter writ ing. 

 

Candidates who addressed all the above 5 tasks, were rewarded higher 

m arks in com parison to those who m issed som e of them .  

I t  was not iced that  som e candidates started to write about  the use of 

com puters nowadays, but  they forgot  that  they were supposed to 

concent rate on em ail usages, and hence, their  responses were considered 

incom plete in addressing the required tasks, even if their  responses were 

linguist ically very good. 

 

Quest ion 2:  Tasks which require candidates to write on:  

• our r ights to exercise our freedom  

• the lim itat ions of our freedom  

• their  opinion of the im portance considering  

• a real life exam ple of how one should take into considerat ion other 

people’s r ights and freedom  when exercising ours as an exam ple. 

 

Candidates who addressed all the above 4 tasks, were rewarded higher 

m arks in com parison to those who m issed som e of them . 

I t  was not iced that  som e candidates, in answering this quest ion, forgot  that  

the quest ion required them  to talk about  how far they can exercise their  

r ights, instead they went  on talking about  their  r ights and freedom  as 

people to express their opinion of their  governm ents, and used m ore recent  

developm ent  in the polit ics in the Middle East  as an exam ple. No m at ter 



 

how good their response m ight  be, they were not  qualified for higher m arks 

as they m issed part  of the task. 

 

Quest ion 3:  Tasks which require candidates to write on:  

• welcom ing the audience and giving br ief com m ents on the play in a 

speech or audience addressing style 

• the role he or she was taking in the play 

• how he or she feels about  act ing in that  role with reasonable 

just ificat ions. 

 

Exam iners found excellent  responses which sat isfied the task requirem ents.  

Exam iners also not iced that  the m ost  com m on m istake am ong the 

responses which were not  so successful were those when candidates spent  

alm ost  all of their  t im e writ ing a play rather than a speech with reference to 

the above m ent ioned three points required by the quest ion. 

 

Quest ion 4:  Tasks which require candidates to write on:  

• How im portant  are scient ific experim ents on hum an beings, and 

whether such im portance just ifies the use of experim ent ing on 

anim als such as  guinea pigs. 

 

Exam iners cam e across very good pieces of writ ings taking in considerat ion 

the required task. However, at  the sam e t im e there were som e responses 

that  did not  qualify for higher m arks as the tasks were not  to responded to 

accurately. The m ost  com m on m istake am ong those responses would have 

been m ore suitable for a t it le “ kindness to anim als” , rather than for the 

quest ion at  hand. 

 

Quest ion 5:  The task here required the coverage of the following points:  

• The role of the m edia sources in news coverage nat ionally and 

internat ionally. 

• How the m edia sources affect  the way young people think or act  in 

the candidate’s opinion.  

• Giving a realist ic exam ple from  everyday life. 

This quest ion was responded to very well by m any candidates, however 

there were few who only wrote about  the role of the m edia sources in news 

and other events coverage, without  showing appropriate response to the 

rest  of the task. 

 

Quest ion 6:  the percentage of the candidates who responded to this 

quest ion in this exam  is m uch higher than in previous exam s. The m ajority 

of the candidates responded with good stor ies and m anaged to score well.  

Few candidates spent  their  t im e describing the scene in the given picture, 

but  gave no story with content  and style that  deserved higher m arks. 

 

 



 

 

Gen er a l  ad v ice t o  can d id at es 

 

• Check your answer pr ior to leaving the exam  hall and m ake sure that  

you responded to two quest ions. 

• Avoid writ ing on blank pages or under the given picture in quest ion 6. 

There are provided spaces for you to write in the quest ion paper. You 

should ask your invigilator about  m ore writ ing paper. 

• Writ ing too m uch on one topic m ay consum e m ost  of your exam  

t im e, and increase the possibilit y of spelling and gram m at ical 

m istakes which are norm ally taken in considerat ion during m arking. 

• The coordinat ive conjunct ion “and”  which is equivalent  to “ ”و  in arabic 

is a separate word, whereas “و”  in Arabic is not . For exam ple, if you 

write: you m زرنا المتحف و المكتبة العامة  ake a m istake as you put  a space 

between “ ”و  and the word that  follows it ,  instead you should say: زرنا  
.  المتحف والمكتبة العامة  

• The glot tal stop “ ”الهمزة  is a consonant ”حرف صحيح“  , and should not  be 

ignored in writ ing.  
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